
 
 
 

What is it? 
 

 Assessment of students can play a key role in school improvement activities.  Schoolwide schools are 
required to think about how assessment can be used to raise academic achievement by making sure 
that all teachers are involved in the decisions regarding how assessments are used at the school.  
Assessments should be used both to provide effective, timely assistance to struggling students and, 
along the same lines, to understand where students are struggling and guide future instruction. 

 According to research on school improvement, changing learner outcomes and assessments without 
teacher input and buy-in often results in resistance to change or ineffective shortcuts to change (Corbett 
& Wilson, 1991).  The purpose of the schoolwide program is to educate all children to reach high 
academic standards.  This means that schools will be working to make sure that students not only know 
factual information, but also that they learn to think critically, solve problems and engage in other higher 
order thinking skills.  As schoolwide programs move to this type of instruction, their need for more 
integral, performance-type assessments will grow.  Schoolwide programs need to make sure that they 
have a plan for working with teachers to learn about and design an assessment system that will best 
assist student learning as well as provide accurate feedback to teachers for planning instruction.   

 A schoolwide school should have multiple forms of assessment, not just the ND state assessment, 
occurring on a regular basis, including the incorporation of performance assessments. 

 A schoolwide school must also design an appropriate assessment system to identify at-risk students and 
provide them with appropriate programming or instruction. 

Documentation 
 

 Schoolwide schools should design their own assessment system, aligned to state standards, and at work 
throughout the school building.  The outline of this assessment system would serve as excellent 
documentation that a schoolwide is meeting this component.  If a school is currently working to design this 
assessment system, a timeline of key activities for its design would also be fine documentation.  The plan 
could include information from the “action options” listed in the Rethinking Assessment and its role in 
Supporting Educational Reform article from the website cited below.  A possible sample format has been 
enclosed. 

 Another way to document this component would be to identify what assessments are used to identify 
struggling students and provide them with appropriate instruction. 

Other resources 
 

 Critical Issue:  Rethinking Assessment and its Role in Supporting Educational Reform  —
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/methods/assment/as700.htm 

 Analysis of Reading Assessment Instruments for K-3—
http://idea.uroregon.edu/assessment/index.html 

 A reading assessment database for K-2 at the Southwest Educational Development 
Laboratory— http://www.sedl.org/reading/rad/database.html 

 Checkpoints for Progress in Reading and Writing for Teachers and Learning Partners—
http://www.ed.gov/pub/CheckTeachers/index.html 
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Assessment Plan for schoolwide goal: ___________________________________________________ 
 

Learning goal 
 
 

Grade level(s) taught  

Instruction that will occur 
to ensure students meet 

the learning goal 

 

Assessment(s) 

 

How assessment matches 
to outcomes expected of 

students 

 

What the assessment 
measures in terms of 
standards (standard, 

benchmark, grade level) 

 

How often assessment(s) 
will be administered 

 

Comparison to ND state 
assessment 

 

How assessment will be 
used (purpose) 
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